Messaqe Study

Notes

"We Do Not Lose

Hearttt

2Corinthians 4

Only 24o/o of American adults are born again/evangetical Christians,
Less than 4 in 10 "Christian" O"r:::r possess a Biblical Worldview.

"Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the
road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it, But small is
the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it."
Matthew 7:X3,14
2Corinthians 4
L Therefore, since through God's mercy wehave this ministry,we do notloseheart,
loseheart: The same words are translated "give up" in uuke t8:1,
A strong Greek

term which refers to abandoning onesetf to a cowardty surrender.

2 Rather, we have renounced secret and shameful wqys; we do not use deception,
nor do we distort the word of Cod. On the contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly
we commend ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God,
distort: Comes from a word which refers to a doctor adutterating medicine,
0r someone dituting wine with water. To tamper with.

But we have renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways. We refuse to
practice cunning or to tamper with God's word, but by the open
statement of the truth we would commend ourselves to evervone's
conscience in the sight of God. -ESV
The preacher caffrot persuade the unbeliever to believe - only God can do that.

t

Acts 4:29-3 Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants
to speak your word with great boldness. Stretch out your hand to heal
and pe(orm miraculous signs and wonders through the name of your
holy servant Jes.rs." After they prayed, the place where they were
meeting was shaken. And they were allfilled with the Holy Spirit and
spoke the word of God boldty.
3 And even if our gospel is veiled,

it is veiled to those who are perishing.
People don't want to believe, and the devil comes to their aid.
Those who aren't interested in truth, can't see the truth.
For if the gospel we preach is hidden, it is hidden only from those who
are being lost,
l Corlnthlans I :18

-GNB

lThe

6 F or

d, who said, " Let light shine out of darkness," made his light shine in our
heqrts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of cod in the face of christ,
Go

He

turns on the light in people's heants so they
the Lond . -Nelson's Study Bib1e- Jeremiah 2gl3

can see

2corinthians 3:16 But whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.
For you were once darkness,but now you are light in the Lord.
Live as children of light - Epheslans 5:8
Acts 26:10 on the authority of the chief priests I put many of the saints in prison,
and when they were put to death, I cast my vote against them.
Many a time I wentfrom one synagogue to another to have them punished, and
tried to force them to blaspheme. In my obsession against them, I even went to
foreign cities to persecute them.

ll

blaspheme: deny their faith, curse the name of Jesus.
persecute: 8rroxro dee-o'-ko : T'o pursue (in a hostile manner) in any way
whatever to harass, trouble one. - Thayer's Greek Dafinitions
12 "On one of these journeys I was going to Damascus with the authority and
commission of the chief priests.
13 About noon, O king, as I was on the road, I saw a lightfrom heaven, brighter
than the sun, blazing around me and my companions.
14 lYe all fell to the ground, and I heard a voice saying to me in Aramaic, ,Saul,
Saul, why do you persecute me? It is hardfor you to kick against the goads.,

kick against the goads: In the Greek world this was a well-known expression
for opposition to
(Evidentty referring to the futitity of Sauls persecution of the church)

diety.

15 "Then I asked, 'Who are you, Lord?' "'I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,, the
Lord replied.
16 'Now get up and stand on your feet. I have appeared to you to appoint you as a
servant and as a witness ofwhat you have seen of me and what I will show you.
servanl: An under oarsman, subordinate, minister.
17 I will rescue you from your own people and fiom the Gentiles. I am sending you
to them
18 to open their eyes and turn themfrom darkness to light, andfrom the power of
Satan to God, so that they may receive furgiveness of sins and a place among those
who are sanctified byfaith in me.'

;ohn l:fO-fA,John 3:36 - Eye opener. Revelation

2O:15

-

Eye opener.

god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see
the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of
{ohn 5:re

cod,

Without a godly influence, man left to himself will follow the world's
system -- man chooses sin - and God allows such blindness.
5 For we do notpreach ourselves,butJesus Chnst as Lord, and ourselves qsyour

servantsforJesus'sake.

Luke 6:26

I

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."

Matthew 28:19,20

