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Notes

'Jonah and the Big Fish"
Jonah 1

LThe word of the LORD came to Jonah son of Amiftai:
2 "Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach againstit, because lfs
wickedness has come up before me."
*Inform them their wickedness has become known to me.* (wretchedness)

9 He answered, "l am a Hebrew and I worship the LORD, the God of heaven,
who made fhe sea and the land."
10 fhls terrified them and they asked, "What have you done?" (They knew
he was running away from the LORD, because he had already told them so.)
What have you done?: This was not a question, but an exclamation.
This terrified them: Such fear is the beginning of conversion, when
people turn from the distresses that surround them, to the God who
sent them. - Albert Barnes Commentary

The most pressing need was to understand retribution was coming for their sin.
So then, each of us will

rf

gire an account of himself to fiod.-

Romans

l4l2

anyone's nane was not found written in the book of
7ife, he was thrown into the Take of fire.- Revetation20t5

2Samue[ 14:1L But God does not take away life; instead, he devises ways so that a
banished person may not remain estranged from him. (rTimothy 2i3,4- ZPeter 3:9)

3 But Jonah ran away from the LORD and headed for Tarshish. He went
down to Joppa, where he found a ship bound for that port. After paying the
tare, he went aboard and sailed for Tarshish to flee from the LORD.
Jonah was faithful as l,ong as Qod wanted what Jonah wanted..
-Lloyd Ogilvie, The Preacher's Commentary-

!Then the LORD senl a great wind on the

arose that the ship threatened to break

sea, and such a violent storm

up.

(burst, break into pieces, shatter)

But the Lord hurled a great wind upon the sea.
He

heals the broken hearted and binds up their wounds. -Psatm

147:3

-

ESV

(lKings 19ll)

5 All the sarTors were afraid and each cried out to his own god. And they
threw the cargo into the sea fo lighten the ship. But Jonah had gone below
deck, where he lay down and fell into a deep s/eep.
Physically and spiritually exhausted? Something like that night in Gethsemane?
QThe captain went ta him and said, "How can you sleep? Get up and call on
your god! Maybe he willtake notice of us, and we will not perish."
How can you sleep at a time like this? / What are you doing asleep?
There was a pagan concept that the amount of prayer
was of great importance.

eJohn 5:14115 This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if
we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. And if we know that
he hears us-- whatever we ask-- we know that we have what we asked
(Acts e, Acts rz)
of
7 Then fhe sarTors sald fo each other, "Come, /et us casf /ofs fo find out who
is responsrble for this calamity." They cast lots and the lot fell on Jonah.

him.

$The sea was getting rougher and rougher. So they asked him, "What
should we do to you to make lhe sea calm down for us?"
The storm was getting worse all the time, so the sailors asked him,
"What should we do to you to stop the storm?" - GNB
This was no ordinary storm,
Q"Pick me up and throw me into fhe sea," he replied, "and it will become
calm. I know that it is my fault that this great storm has come upon you."
Jonah had a far deeper understanding of God than he is usuatty given credit for.
No

excuses. No setf-centered defense. No pretending to be innocent.

L3 lnstead, the men did their best fo row back to land. But they could not, for
the sea grew even wilder than before.
14Then they cried to the LORD, "O LORD, p/ease do not let us die for
taking this man3 life. Do not hold us accountable for killing an innocent man,
for you, O LORD, have done as you pleased."
L5 Then they took Jonah and threw him overboard, and the raging sea grew
calm.
16 At this the men greatly feared the LORD, and they offered

a sacrifice to
the LORD and made vows to him.
Changed sailors! Seeds on fertite ground at worst...fottowers of the l true God at best,
L7 Butthe LORD provided a greatfish to swallow Jonah, andJonah was
inside the fish three days and three nights.
God's intervention to saveJonah: The belly of a big fish.
He sent the storm and prepared the fish. All nature waits upon His word.
-F.B. Meyer*Sharks are indigenous to the Mediterranean, including the basking shark
that can reach the size of 3z feet long and weigh 7 tons. (?)

Acts 1:26 fhen theycast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the eleren apostles.
Proverbs

16:.33 The

lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision h fron the 10fr0.

So they asked him, "Tell us, wha rs responsible for making all this trouble
for us? What do you do? Where do you come from? What is your country?
From what people are you?"
Q

we are to expect miracles, never demand them, rejoice when,
out of greater wisdom than ours, the t-ord performs them, and
resist the temptation to become so engrossed 'in analyzing
the details of the miracles that we forget the Lord who
graciously perforrned them for the rath-er's glory and
our growth. - l'loyd l. ogilvie, rhe preacher's connentary

